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Oedipus was of the royal family at Thebes, the Labdicidae, descended from Cadmus, the 
foonder of Thebes. 

Laius. son of Labdacus, being childless consulted the oracle of Apollo, which warned him that 
if he had a son, he should die by that son's hands. On the birth of a sod therefore he desired 
Jocasta to destroy the babe ; bat she, not having the heart to do this, gave it to a shepherd slave 
to make away with ; who took it to Mount Cithaeroo with its feet* pierced through and tied to- 
gether; and there falling in with a shepherd of Polrbns, king of Corinth, in pity gave the child to 
him to take away to bis own land. The child was adopted by the king Polybas and Slerope who 
were childless, and brought up as their son, One day at a feast a drunkard taunted bin with 
not being ibitlr genuine son; and as tfaey did not satisfy bim when he questioned them ou the 
subject, he secretly went to Delphi to consult Apollo. The oracle merely answered that he was 
destined to kill his father and marry bis mother; and to avoid, as he thought, all chance of this 
he would not return to Corinth. Traielling alone to Phocis he met in a narrow road Laias in a 
chariot (who was also going to Delphi, to ask whether his son was really dead). A quarrel having 
ftriion, Oodipae, not knowing who he wu, killed Laias and his ttteadanu, except one slave who 
escaped. He then travelled on into Boeotia, and came to Thebes; where Creon, the queen's brother, 
himself a descendant of Cadmus, succeeded to the throne of Laius. Thebes was now in great distress 
from the Sphinx; a winged animal half woman and half lion, who posted herself on a rock near 
Thebes, and proposed to every Theban who passed * riddle, »Wbat animal is it that is both qua- 
druped, biped, and triped, Ac. ?« Whoever was unable to solve it was killed by her. In this dis- 
tress Creon promised the throne and the queen's hand to any one who should solve it. Oedipus 
solved the riddle, and nurrted bis mother Jocasta, with whom he shared the kingdom. Some time 
afterwards Thebes was wasted by a pestilence. 

Here the plot of tie play begins. The scene is the front of the royal palace. 

Scene 1. A body of Thebans of all ages cone as suppliants before the royal palace to beg 
the king to endeavor to help them; he answers tbat be bad already sent Creon to consult the 
oracle at Delphi. Just then Creon returns from his mission, and says that the pestilence is because 
of the murder of Laius, and that Apollo requires that this he avenged. Oedipus, surprised at the 
murder of their king having been neglected by the Thebans, undertakes to search for the murderer. 
The Chorus enter, and with prayer to the gods for aid, describe their sufferings. (See Chorus 1.) 

Scene 2. Oedipm denonneoe with eunoa any one who knowing atboat the murder refuses 
to declare it, Meantime by Creon's advice the old blind prophet Teiresias has been sent for; who, 
on his arrival, hesitating to declare the troth, is reviled by Oedipus, until, stung by the reproaches, 
be declares bim to be tbe murderer. Oedipus enraged accuses Creon of having plotted againit him ; 
and Teiresiis having added some mysterious bints about the further guilt of Oedipus, retires, led by 
his attendant; and Oedipus goes witain the palace. Chorus refuses to believe these suspicions. 
(See Chorue 2.) 

Seen* 8. Creon enters to protest against the accusations of Oedipus, who, however threatens 
him with daath. The quarrel calls Jocasta forth; and by her and the Chorea intervention Creon 
is allowed to depart. (See Chorus 3.) 

" Fron il. i- originated Ills name Oedipus, i. o. the rcoln-foiAtd. 
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Scene 4. Jocasta tries to convince Oedipus that no confidence is to be placed in divination; 
and gi'cs aa a proof the oracle that Laius was to die bj his sou's band, wkrrrraa in fact the sod 
was exposed to death, and Laius was murdered by robbers. Her account of this mnrder however 
awakens Oedipus' suspicions, as it answers so closely to the quarrel he bad on his way from Delphi 
to Thebes; and hearing that one slave bad escaped, he entreats that he may be sent for, and be 
tells bis wife so much of his own life as he knew, viz. of his residence at Corinth down to his 
flight from thence and his quarrel on the road ; and shows tbat the only disagreement in Jocista's 
account was that Laius was killed by robbers, whereas Oedipus was alone on the above occasion. 
This, however, leads Jocasta to speak scornfully of all oracles. The slave is sent for. The Chorus 
Aoprtekina Jocasta 's impiety. (See Choru» 4.) 

Scene 5. A messenger from Corinth enters who anaouncos the death of Poly bus; this con- 
firms Jocasia's disbelief in oracles; and Oedipus believes himself clear from half of the danger threa- 
tened him by Apollo, vis. that he should murder bis father. But as be expresses bis fear lest the 
other Lulf should still come true, viz. his incest with his mother, the messenger (who happens to be 
the very mau who took him as a child to Corinth) tells him tbat be was not the sou of Polybos and 
ess. * Merope, and relates what he himself knew of his exposure on Mount Cithaeron. It then appears 

also tbat the slave who exposed him was the same man who escaped at the mnrder of Laius ; so 
its ik Oedipus is the more anxious to see him; but Jocasta, who knew what she bad done with her child, 

d^ has already caught the truth that the child was alive in Oedipus her husband, and in despair rashes 

rd *> 00t * Chorus speculates on some divine origin of their king, who bad been thus found on the mountain. 

yj j. (See Chorus 6.) 

,y, Scene 6. The slave arrives and reluctantly tells Oedipus the rest of the story of his expo- 

.. J1; sure; thus convincing him that be was Laius' son, and that he had really fulfilled the dreaded 

_ jQ oracle. Exit Oedipus. 

M ^ Scene 7. Chorus bewails the changes of fortune (see Chorus 6); tbeu a messenger enters 

k, ,. and tells that Jocasta had banged herself; and tbat Oedipiu, who bad rushed frantic into the palace, 

| fc seeing her, put out his eyes with her brooch. 

Scene 8. Oedipus comes forth blindet. Creon, who now is left in charge of the state, ad- 
dresses him kindly, and sends him within the palace till the will of the gods should be made known 



r iV respecting him. 



Dramatis Personae. 



*" Oedipus, king of Thebes. ! Jocasta, the queen. 

' 1* Priest, spokesman of company of suppliants. i Messenger, sent from Corinth to announce the 

vs* Creon, brother-in-law of Laius first, and then 

*P» of Oedipus. 

ris* Chorus of Theban elders. 

Teiretias, a celebrated blind Theban sooth- 
sayer. 



death of king Polybis. 
Shepherd, slave of Laics, who carried Oedipus 

as a child to Mount Cithaeron. 
Messenger from within the palace who tells of 

Joeasta's death, Ac. 



',' Priests, old men and youths, the company of suppliants, attendants, Ac. 
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Oedipus gehorte ram Konigshaose Thebens, den Lsbdaeiden, die tod Cadmus, dem Grander 
Tbebeus stammten. 

Laius, dor Sohn des Labdacas blieb lange kinderloi and befragte deswegen das Orakel des 
Apollo. Ibm wnrde die Antwort su Teil, dase der Sohn, deo er haben wQrde, win Morder aeiD 
sollte. '.:'m dies so TerhQten, befahl er bei der Geburt dee Kindes seiner Gemablin Jocaste, dasselbe 
su UIqd Doch aie konnte die That nicbt Qbor'e Hen bringen and beaaftragte einen SklaTen damit, 
Dem Knaben warden die Fflsse durchstochen ; der Sklare wllle ibn auf dem Berge Citharon aassetien. 
Doch er erb&rmte sich des Erodes and ubergab ea einem Scbafer des korinthischen Konigs Polybos. 
Der Konig Polybos and die Konigin Merope, die kinderlos waren, ashmen den Rnaben in ihr Haas 
anf nnd ertogen ibn als ibren S»hn. Kinta Tages, bei einnm Fasts, wnrde ibm seine nnbekanote 
Herkonft Torgeworfen. Hierober aufgeregt, reiste er heialich tarn Orakel nach Delphi. Das Orakel 
sagte ibst, er sei bestimmt, seinen Vater to mordeo and seine Matter so heiraten. Um der Er- 
failong des Sproches vorzabeagen, beschloss er nach seiner Termeintlichen Vaterstadt Corinth nicht 
mehr zorackfokehren. Aof seiner Raise darcb Phocis begegnete er in einem Engpasae aeinem ihm 
onbekannten Vater Laius. der anch in Delphi frageo wollte, ob seio Sohn wirklich tot sei. Ein 
Strait ectatand swlachen ihnen and in demselben erscblag Oedipas den Laias. Oedipus setste seine 
Betse fort and kam nach Thebes. Dort hatte Creon, der Brader der KOnigin Jocaste deo Tbron 
des Lalns beitiegen. 

I.'d dieselbe Zeit war Thebes in grosser Gefahr wegen der Sphinx. Es war dies ein geflogeltee 
Geschopf, balb Weib halb Lowe, welches aof einem Felsen sitzend, jedem VorQbergeheaden die fol- 
geade Frage vorlegte: -Welch GeschOpf 1st sowohl swel-, wle aach drei- oad vlerfasslg?« Wer dies 
Rstsel nicbt losen konnte, mussU sterben. In dieeer Mot Tcreprach Croon demjenigen, der die Frage 
beantworten konnte, den Thron nnd die Band der Konigia. Dem Oedipas gelang es, das Ratsel to 
ergrfinden. Er warde Berrscber and heiratete seioe Matter ohae es so wissen. Bald daraof words 
Theben ton einer Pest heimgesacht. 

Be! diesem Pankte beginnt die BandJang in der Trsgodie. 

ttbersicht der einzelnen Scenen. 

Eia Plats Tor dem kOniglichen Palaste. 

1. Scene: Thebaoische Manner rerscbiedenen Alters koauneo vor den Palut, um die HUfe 
des Konigs zu erfleheo. Dleser leilt ihnen roit, dass er Creon schon nach Delpai geschickt habe, 
am dort das Orakel so befragen. In diesem Aogenblicke erecheiot Croon, gerade tod Delphi heim- 
gekebrt, and berichtet den Spracb des Apollo: Die Pest sel verorsacht dorch die Ermordang des 
Laina, der GoU begebre Bache. 

Der Cbor tritt eio. Nach einem Gebete ersahlt der Chor seine Leiden. (Siehe Chor 1.) 

2. Scene: Oedipas »erflucht jeden der wiseentlich etwas Qber den Mord Terheimlicbt Der 
blinde Saber Tiresiss wird aof Creons Bat gerofen. Erst strftobt er sich die Wabrheit so enthoUen, 
doch, von Oedipos gedrangt, erklart er endlicb Oedipas selbst far den MOrder. Oedipas in seiner 
Wot beschaldigt Creon, ihm nacagestellt za haben. Tirana* macht ooch eioige geheimniasTolle Be- 
merkungen ober Oedipus Schuld and wird dann too seinem Begleiter hinweggefQhrt. Oedipas kehrt 
in dan Palast lortck. Der Chor weigert vich, diesen verdacbtigea AuMsrangen G Ian ben in scheaken. 
(8iehe Chor 2.) 



3. Scene: Creoa verteidigt sich gegea Oedipus Bescbaldignngen; dieser jedoch bedroht ihn 
mit dem Tode. Darcb den Streit der Beiden wlrd Jocaete herbeigerufen ; auf ihre and des Chora 
Voratellangen bin lasst Oedipns den Creoo siehen. (Siehe Cbor 3.) 

4. Scene: Jocaate versacbt Oediptu von der Nichtigkeit der Sehergabe 10 oberzengen. Als 
Beveis hierfOr giebt sie an, diss Laios nach dem Orakelsproche von den Handen Mines 8obnes 
sterben aollte, wkbrend in Wahrhelt der Sohn dem Tode preisgegeben worde und Laios von Kaabern 
ermordet wnrde. Sie beachreibt den Tod des Lai as. Oedipas Terdacbt vird erregt, da er sicb er- 
innert, dass sein Abenteuer im Kngpasse gani abnlich verlanfen sei. Er hort tod Jocaate, dass 
ein Sklave des Lains damals entkommen sei. Man lasst den Sklaten holen. Unterdessen ertablt 
Oedipas der Jocaste alios, waa er von seinem Lebea weiss. aach sein Erlebniss im Engpase, das von 
Jocasten's Scbilderang der Ermordoog dee Laios nor in einem Pankle verschleden 1st. Oedipas war 
sdlein, w&hrend Jocaete die Thai eioer Baoberbaade snschreibt- Jocaste giebt in aomigea Worten 
Ihre Verachtang for Orakel knni. 

Der Ghor tadelt Jacasten's Lasternng. (Siehe Chor 4.) 

5. Scene: Ein Bote ans Korinth meldet den Tod des Polyboa, det vermeint lichen Yaters des 
Oedipus. Jocaate wird dadarch in ibrer Veracbtang der Orakel noch bestarkt — denn Oedipns hatte 
ja, wie ale meint seinen Vater nictat ermordet, Polybns sei eines natorlicbeti Todes geetorben. Oedipas 
l.erahigt rich also, doch fflrcht«t er, daas di« andare Hftlft" d«s Orakal sprocket, er werde Mine 
Matter heiraten, noch eintreSea konnte. Man entdeckt, dass der Bote derselbe Mann sei, der 
einst Oedipns nach Korinth gebracht habe. Der Bote eraahlt Oedipns alios was er von ihm weiss. Oedi- 
poa erfahrt aach, dass derselbe Sklave, der bei des Laios Ermordang dem Tode entroanen sei, ihn als 
Kind anagesetat babe. Jocaate ihnt die Wahrheit, and eilt voller Verxweiflang binaas. 

Der Chor denkt, daas Oedipas vielleicht gottlicben Ursprnngs sei, da er eiast einsam im Oebirge 
gefooden worde. (Biehe Chor 6) 

6. Seene: Der Sklave erscbeint, nod enahlt Oedipas widerwiliig, was er weiss. Oedipns er- 
fahrt, dass er der Morder seine* Vaters nnd der Gatte seiner Matter sei. 

In Verxweiflang starxt er binaas. 

7. Scene: Der Chor beklagt das wechselode Geschick des Menecben. (Siehe Chor 6.) 

Ein Bote erscbeint mit der Meldong, dass Jocaate sicb erhaogt babe, and dass Oedipas in 
seiner Venweiflang sich geblendst habe. 

8. Scene: Der blinde Oedipas erscbeint. Creoo, jetst das Oberbacpt des Staates, spricht 
ihm freondlich id and seodet iho in den Palsst, bis die Gotter ihren Willen kondgegeben batten. 

Personen dee Dramas. 



Oedipas, Koaig von Thebea. 

Ein Friester, Sprecber der schattflehenden 
Thebaner. 

Creon, Schwager des Laios, ipater des Oedi- 
pas. 

Chor thebaniscber Greise. 

Tlresias, ein blinder Sober. 



Jocaste, Kflnigin. 

Fin Bote aas Korinlb, der den Tod des Polybus 

meldet 
Ein Bote aas dem Palaste, der Jocasten's Tod 

meldet. 
Ein Sklave, der Oedipas aof dem Citbaron- 

Gebirge aossetete. 



Priester, alte ond jange Manner, Zaschaaer etc. 
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Oedipus Tyrannus 
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Prelude. 
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First Chorus. 



Erster Chor. 



PniFST. 

Onlj may Phoebus who hath sent thia word, 
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